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have sent a card from us all.
Apparently Clem lived beside her son.
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Thought for November

When you look at a
field of dandelions,
you can either see a
hundred weeds or a
hundred wishes
ESA Australia
Chaplain/Jonquil
Olive Thompson

CHAPLAIN/JONQUIL
Hello, Everyone!
How are you all? I’m sure most of
you are ok, as I am here.
It is with sadness I have to report
that we have lost Clem Kelly, who
passed away on the 15th October. I

In the news from America,
Lyons has passed away. I have
message of sympathy to
Chaplain, also told them
Clem.

Cathy
sent a
their
about

My only other news is from Alpha
Epsilon. Beryl Andersen bumped her
head got a nasty gash on her
forehead and bad headache.
The weather has been very hot the
last few days, a forecast of what’s to
come. A nice bit of rain wouldn’t go
astray. We had 38mls about 3 weeks
ago.
AN ANGLER’S PRAYER:

God grant that I may fish until my
dying day,
And when it comes to my last cast, I
humbly pray,
When in the Lord’s safe landing net,
I’m peacefully asleep,
That in His mercy I may be judged
good enough to keep.
BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER
Robyn Creighton 3rd Alpha Epsilon
Judy Johnson
4th Alpha Rho
Beryl Andersen
4th Alpha Epsilon
Vicki Shields
9th Beta Epsilon
Sandy Duffy
9th Alpha Epsilon
Jenny Hendricks 16th Alpha Pi
Lyn Buckley
20th Alpha Pi
Elsie Magee
25th Alpha Rho
Sharyn Finlay
27th Beta Epsilon
May you have a Wonderful Birthday
with Family and Friends.
To all ESA members wherever you
are May the Sun shine upon you
and give you Peace.
Love in ESA.

Olive
(olivetthompson@bigpond.com)

Next
deadline
Dec 7
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IC President

ESA Foundation Overseas

Director’s Report

Kim
Kummer

Marianne
Steentsma

"ESA ~ A
Gift"
Share your

gift,

Kim
State President

Daphne
Neilsen
Hello my fellow ESA Members,
Where has the time gone? Half-Yearly has
been and gone, and what a great weekend it
was. Thank you to those members who
attended. It was a shame that more members
could not attend.
On Saturday night, we were able to have a
Facebook link up with our National Council of
Women Bursary winner, Rebecca Senini.
Members asked many questions. Judy Johnson
had some great games organised and a fun
night was had by all.
It was sad to hear that one of our Life
members, Clem Kelly, passed away, she will be
missed by all.
I did my last President’s Visit to Alpha Epsilon.
Thank you to my ESA sisters for a beautiful
lunch and they held a mini auction. Bidding
was very fierce and a great time was had.
Thank you to all Branches for supporting our
State Art Union and a very special ‘Thank you’
to the Alpha Rho girls for selling all the unsold
ones to make it very successful.
Thank you to all Branches for keeping me up to
date on what is happening in your Branches.
You all have certainly been busy. Keep up the
great work.

Daphne

Dear ESA Members,
Scholarships and Grants – Reminder.
The applications for 2019-20 academic year
scholarships are open. Submit your
application before December 15, 2018 to
qualify for one of three Early Bird
scholarships. Applications are due February
1, 2019 (11:00 pm MT). All students will be
notified whether or not they received a
scholarship for the 2019-20 academic year in
May 2019. Sign up for reminders when
scholarship
application
deadlines
are
approaching.
When you speak to students please give them
the website below. Here they will find all
necessary information when applying for a
scholarship.
https://www.epsilonsigmaalpha.org/sc
holarships-and-grants
The ESA Foundation has awarded more than
$3 million in scholarships and continues to
award numerous scholarships annually. You do
not have to be an ESA member to apply for a
scholarship, and our application process is
100% online. View a list of last year's
scholarship
winners.
Love in ESA,

Marianne
ESA Disaster Fund
Chair’s Report
Marianne
Steentsma
Hello all ESA Members,
As I said in my July report, “Time has begun to
think about filling the coffers for the Disaster
Fund”. We just did that. You supported the
3

Disaster Fund to the value of $428.00. I say a
big THANK YOU to all who bought or sold the
tickets.
The winners of the individual toys are:
One doll’s cot – Margaret Flanders (Beta Epsilon)
the doll – Joan Honor (Beta Omicron)
the white cot – Julie A (ticket sold by Heidi
Conway Beta Omicron)

the wooden truck – Tamara (ticket sold by Alpha
Epsilon member);

the hobby horse – Sharyn Finlay (Beta Epsilon)
and
the wooden game – Fay Dennien (Alpha Rho).
Now I have to plan something for Convention
to keep on gathering the so important dollars
to be able to help our members when in
trouble.

for an event they are holding in November. It
was very interesting to see how they
rehearse. We then went on a tour of the Lyric
Theatre, where the acoustics, air conditioning
and seating organisation were explained. After
that we went back-stage to see the costumes
and props for "Priscilla" including the bus! We
also listened to a choir practising - I don’t
remember which one. All fascinating.
We then moved on to the ABC studios. This
was also very interesting - a little bit of waiting
around at times,
but
certainly
worth it. We had
our photos taken
in front of the
ABC
news

Love in ESA,

Marianne
Branch Education
Reports

Lyn Buckley
State Education Officer

Branch: Alpha Pi
Education Officer: Colleen Proudlock in the

absence of Ros Brennan
Topic: Brisbane Open House
For our October Education meeting we joined
the Brisbane Open House weekend. This year
we visited two buildings - the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) studios and
Queensland
Performing
Arts
Centre
(QPAC). Jenny, Frances, Janice and Colleen
were joined by our latest prospective member,
Justine.

First up was QPAC, which was very exciting.
We listened to a Chamber Orchestra practising

backdrop, and we
were photographed
with Bananas in
Pyjamas, Giggle and
Hoot, and Humpty
and Jemima from
playschool. All entertaining while in the line.
We met presenters Craig Zonca, Katherine
Feeney, Kelly Higgins-Devine, Loretta Ryan,
Jessica Van Vondren and Jenny Woodward.
A great day was enjoyed by all who attended.

Branch: B eta Omicron
Education Officer: Sheila Zarri
Topic of this Program: Preparation of 2019

Calendars for residents at Leukaemia & Cancer
villages
On 31st of October four members were invited
to the home of Marianne and Bill Steentsma to
attach over 135 ESA International Labels to the
Calendars donated by Beta Omicron Brisbane
South. We had a lovely morning tea followed
by labelling the Calendars after which time we
settled down to an enjoyable lunch. We had a
good day and arrived back in Brisbane at about
3 pm.
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The calendars will be delivered to Leukaemia
Villages - Mincom, ESA and Clem Jones at
Nathan - by Margaret. The calendars will also
be delivered to the Cancer Council Lodges Charles Wanstall and Ellis Lodge at Herston by Francis. We have been providing the
calendars by for many years.

Sheila
Branch Reports

Alpha Epsilon
Pat Burns

-

Our branch hosted the Whitsunday District
Council (WDC) meeting on 14th October, where
we welcomed our sisters from Alpha Rho.

that time – and many lifelong friendships
made. After lunch we had our usual Mystery
Auction, which became quite competitive, but
was a lot of fun.
As a memento of her visit, Daphne was
presented with two beautiful rose bushes and
a roses calendar to match her theme “Everything is coming up Roses”.
Pat M and Col attended a surprise barbeque for
Chris
Patrick
on
28th
October,
as
representatives of our branch. Chris was the
Convenor of the Proserpine Entertainment
Centre until Cyclone Debbie, after which Chris
lost his job.
We hope all members attending the Half-Yearly
meeting in Rockhampton have a wonderful
time and enjoy the company of our sisters from
other parts of the State.
Well, that’s all for now.
Cheers

Pat

Pat Burns,
(Acting Publicity Chairman (for Pattie Wyllie )

The workshop was about some of our ESA
history, from 1980 when the ESA International
Convention was held at the Chevron Paradise
Hotel at Surfers Paradise This revived a few
memories. As usual we enjoyed a pleasant
meeting with four Alpha Rho members present
as well as some of our Proserpine members.
We were very pleased to welcome our ESA
State
President,
Daphne,
to
our
branch for her official
visit. We enjoyed
lunch together and
Daphne gave an
educational
programme on her
journey through ESA
as a member of Alpha
Rho for 25 years.
Such
a
lot
of
wonderful
things
have happened in

Alpha Pi –
Carmel Mulcahy
Somewhere along the line, we seem to have
skipped Spring! Having travelled to Hawaii for
16 days where it was almost unbearably hot
and humid, I have come back to weather more
like December than late October. However, I
hear there was some worthwhile rain in the
southeast in my absence.
Members made the most of Brisbane’s Open
House by visiting venues not usually accessible
by the public and really enjoyed the learning
experience.
Plans are well in hand for our Christmas Fair to
be held on November 17 at Redcliffe CWA Hall.
More than 20 stall holders have booked with a
wide variety of offerings from plants to
jewellery and many crafts. We look forward to
raising some worthwhile funds for our local
charities at this time of very high needs, and

5

for that we hope to attract a large crowd of
eager buyers.

Daphne, Barbara, Joyce &
Bonnie

We look forward to welcoming our fellow
members from Beta Omicron for our SEQDC
Meeting and Christmas Celebration on
November 24. It is always lovely to meet up
with our nearest ESA neighbours.

Daphne, Judy O & Fay cut the
cake

Next on our list is another Bunnings BBQ on
November 28 which we hope will be productive
so close to Christmas.
Then there will be our own Christmas Lunch on
December 1 - and suddenly 2018 is almost
gone! Oh my stars! Where has it gone?
Very sad news regarding the passing of Clem
Kelly. I only met Clem a couple of times, but
she radiated a gentle presence which was most
engaging. May she rest in peace.
As we move further into this busy season, we
will continue to Encourage, Support and
Achieve.
Cheers,

Carmel
Publicity Officer

Alpha Rho Annette
Wisnewski
Hi Everyone,
We have been busy getting ready for Christmas
Wrapping,
Half-Yearly
and
our
25th
Anniversary.
On 7th December we are celebrating our 25
years in Mackay. What a milestone that is!
There are not a lot of businesses that can say
they lasted 25 years and with a lot of the
original staff members. And
before you say ‘business?’,
yes we are a business - a
business of raising money to
distribute our funds to other
worthy local charities.
In October we had a new
inductee into our ranks.

We also love to
celebrate
birthdays
(any excuse for cake).
In October we had three.
Well we have another Half-Yearly Convention
done and dusted, and fun was had by all - at
least that is what the photos show but I think
they even got a bit of work done as well.
As we know last month we gave Hayley
Sumpter a scholarship for University and we
decided that we should do that every year, so
we have set up for two scholarships worth $500
each with the University. We wanted to give
something back to young students trying to
complete their degree. We also got to have a
tour of the Mackay Campus to give us a bit of
insight to what the Uni is like.
Some of our members went to a concert held
by a group called ‘Unheard Voices’ to whom we
gave a donation this year at Handover. They
were great and yes, we heard them. Lol!
Bonnie, Daphne and Joyce went to the Scope
Friendship Dinner as well this month. Some of
our other members went to the Eisteddfod and
some movies this month. Our entertainment
person keeps us busy.
We were so busy we forgot to put in the
paperwork so we missed out on getting into
Global Grooves to sell our lucky envelopes. Oh
well, we can’t do everything.
We are all looking forward to our break after
Christmas when wrapping is all wrapped up.
That’s about it for now.

Annette
Publicity Officer

Barbara accepting her pin from Joyce
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Beta Epsilon –
Jane
Stephbens
Hello Everyone,
The weather is terribly hot and sweaty but
hopefully we will have a reprieve soon.
Success again – Gin Gin won the money! (State
Art Union) We made our presentation to a very
happy Margo Cox at our last meeting.
Lots of fun was had at Half-Yearly. Tina has
been ‘broken in’ and can now put faces to
names that we talk about. Thanks to the Alpha
Rho branch.
I have just returned from two weeks in Perth
visiting my daughter. We had a wonderful trip
and visited many places and drank a lot of
wine. I can highly recommend a wine tour.
We have represented ESA at the Bendigo Bank
Information Night and we provided the supper.
We are also providing supper again for the
Bendigo Bank AGM. These catering gigs help us
with our ‘Ways and Means’.
Our Girls Night In was a big success. We saw
the movie ‘Temple Grandin.” I can highly
recommend this movie, which told us about an
inspirational woman who has autism. It told the
story of her journey through high school and
university. She is now an American Professor of
Animal Science. She consults to the livestock
industry on animal behaviour.
Marg is looking forward to sharing her Disaster
Raffle prize with her grandchildren.
Lots of discussion tonight about Christmas
parties and dates when we can party.
Until next time
The Beta Epsilon Girls.

Jane

Beta Omicron –
Val Files
Hello everyone,
It is a privilege to once again be back to writing
the monthly report for Beta Omicron. Our lives
are taken for granted, but by the grace of God,
we are all still here. Thank you to Margaret for
sending in the report, etc. while I was in
hospital.
We were saddened to hear of the passing of
our dear friend Clem Kelly. A truly remarkable
lady, and one who will be missed.
Our branch has had its share of health issues
lately. Frances is just out of hospital (day
surgery I believe), for a bronchial problem.
She has also had morning tea with her
grandchildren.
Sheila was operated on for four hours by a
robot.
How remarkable!! Apparently the
operation could only be performed by the
robot. Both these ladies seem well at the
moment, and made the meeting today.
Of
course, I had my open heart by-pass surgery
and have recovered well in the past six weeks.
For Alba’s birthday recently, she was taken by
relatives to see “Priscilla, Queen of the Desert”.
Not exactly what she expected.
Marie Adams has a new great-grandchild,
called Augustus. Some of us will never have
GREAT grandchildren, I’m sure.
Margaret has had family down, and celebrated
her birthday and Jack’s in the month of October
with an afternoon tea. Always on the move.
Val has had family from out west down for the
funeral of her sister-in-law’s mother, and even
though it was a sad time for all, it was
wonderful to get back in touch with relatives.
They took her brother to the airport on the way
home, as he had been up to Cairns barramundi
fishing, so only interrupted his fishing
competition for one day, and flew back to
Cairns.
We have secured labels to our 132 calendars
for Cancer and Leukaemia Villages for this year,
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and now there is just the delivery in time for
Christmas.
We hope that all arrive safely in Rockhampton
for Half-Yearly and enjoy the experience, and
have fun.

Val
(Publicity Officer)

Whitsunday District
Council Report
Workshop -

Hold High
the
Torch

Presenter: Pat Burns OAM

‘What seemed like a dream when the
membership cast its vote for the 34th
International Convention became a reality in
July 1981 at Chevron Paradise Hotel, Surfers
Paradise, Queensland Australia,’ wrote Lisa
Kolstad, 1980-81 recording secretary.
Most of the 313 sorority sisters arrived for preconvention activities on Monday July 20.
Statesiders toured and shopped in the
afternoons and attended a mixer party and
luau in the evenings.
This historical IC Convention officially opened
on Wednesday. Along with the 313 ESAers in
attendance, there were one honorary member,
Australian
Senator
Kathy
Martin,
13
Queensland men, 40 American men, two ESA
staff members, plus guests from Australia, the
United States, and Japan, totalling 410
conventioneers.
As US and Australian members got to know one
another and rolled up so many special
memories, President Carol Ann Rathmann
presented service pins to Ardyce Moore of
Oregon, 25 years, Billie Jean Farnham and Elda
Mae Martin of Colorado, 30 years, Sue Scherer
of Illinois and Hazel Knapp of Oregon 35 years,
and Harriett Blandor of Michigan and Irene Fife
of Colorado, 40 years.

The DIANA Award winner, Odessa Davis of
Texas, (New Mexico State Council) and first
runner-up, Louisa Toogood of Australia, were
introduced to the membership.
Disaster Fund Chairman, Judy Rittiman stated
that $52,807 had been received in donations
during 1980-81 with 49 claims in the amount
of $56,950 dispersed.
Philanthropic Chairman Martha Hewitt reported
that she had heard from 36 out of 38 ESA
States with 937 chapters which had contributed
537,261 hours and raised $2,702,532 for
philanthropy.
ESA members learned that through the Circle
of Life campaign, their sorority had raised
$929,584 for St Jude Children’s Research
Hospital by June 30, 1981.
On Saturday evening, ESA members watched
another first - the first time a slate of
international officers was installed in a
ceremony not just outside the United States
but in another ESA international country.
Past Presidents Judy Lester and Lois Printz
wrote the ceremony. Past IC President Judy
Rittiman and SERC President Frankie Poore
conducted the installation.
President Lou Wolfe,
First
Vice-President/President
Elect
Betty Sanders,
Second Vice- President Pat Hansen,
Corresponding Secretary Betty Stegall,
Recording Secretary DeEtta Charpie,
Treasurer Martha Hewitt,
Parliamentarian Peggy Waymire, &
Workshop Coordinator Corrine Milburn
had the honour to be installed in Australia.
In her President’s Message, Lou Wolfe said,
‘With this Convention we are adding a new
chapter to the ESA story – just to have the
Convention in Surfers Paradise lends a new
dimension to Epsilon Sigma Alpha as an
international sorority.’
President Wolfe stressed continuing education
and service through the second stage of
Outreach Seminars and member involvement
in the total organisation.
ESA members left Australia ready to continue
caring and sharing in ESA’s vast reserve of love
and charity.
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National Council of
Women of
Queensland
Kathy
Cavanagh

Half Yearly Convention
Rockhampton 2018
Members representing all Branches gathered at
Rockhampton for the Half-Yearly Convention of
Queensland ESA on the first weekend in
November. This proved to be a very friendly
and most productive weekend.

NCWQ News
Planning for 2019 Bursary Program
Initial planning has commenced
for the 2019 bursary program,
with the following key dates:

Applications open
Applications close
Selection Panels meet

Members and some husbands gathered for dinner on
the Friday night.

Presentation
National Conference
The Canberra Triennial National Conference
went well, with a variety of speakers, ranging
from the pollies (equally balanced in their
representation), to the CEO of the Girl Geek
Academy. We learnt that the ‘in’ buzz word is
intersectionality – a new way of saying that
there are generally multiple layers of factors
which interact with each other in social issues.
Patron Lady Cosgrove and Sir Peter had time
out from their royal duties to attend the
conference dinner.
Christmas Function
The NCWQ Christmas function is at noon, on
Thursday 6 December, Women’s College,
University of Queensland. Full details in the
invitation on the back page of this issue. The
Catholic Women’s League, an affiliate of
NCWQ, will be featured, with gifts collected for
distribution through their aged care homes.
This is a great venue, steeped in tradition, and
is a lovely function for the Brisbane ladies to
consider. I hope to see some of you there.

Kathy (cavsav@bigpond.com)

Lindsay Creighton, Bill Steentsma and Col Mengel
enjoyed some yarns.

Guest Speakers were Francoise Gallais, from
University of Central Queensland who spoke to
the delegates regarding bursaries, and
Rebecca Senini winner of NCWQ ESA Bursary
who joined the Convention via Skype. She
spoke of her studies at James Cook University,
Townsville, and answered many questions
concerning her course.
The Workshop on Sunday morning enabled
those present to learn more about the Duties
of Officers and everybody seemed to
appreciate the presentation.
Our brochure was discussed in detail and a new
more streamlined design has been developed
and adopted.
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One feature of the weekend was the drawing
of the State Art Union. This year the lucky
winner was a lady who bought her ticket from
Beta Epsilon members and who was very
excited about her $1500 win. The wonderfully
made wooden toys made by Marianne were
also presented to the lucky winners with funds
being sent to the Disaster Fund which supports
members in time of need. Details are in
Marianne’s Disaster Fund Chair’s report.
‘Fun-night’ Saturday night was most enjoyable
with Judy Johnson organising the evening. We
also celebrated the November birthdays of (from
left) Judy, Jenny, Sharyn and Robyn, with cake,
of course.

Lunch With Girlfriends
By Kathy O’Malley

Elaine’s vertigo has never been worse
Kay can’t recall where she left her purse
Rhonda’s about to replace her knees
Linda’s breathing is tinged with a wheeze
Donna's left boob has a troublesome lump
Diane’s on her third trip to take a dump
Lorraine’s husband can’t remember a thing
Nine years a widow, Marge still wears her
ring
Marlene is dealing with another UTI
Sally’s giving a hearing aid another try
Marie has decided she can’t drive at night
Sharon still wears clothes two sizes too tight
They’ve been through divorces, babies and
wakes,
They do for each other whatever it takes
They’ve already buried Marcia and Kate
And truthfully, Lizzie’s not looking so great

judy

The venue was good, and the food excellent.
Overall, a really good weekend. Thanks to
Alpha Rho for their organisation and planning.
Well done!

Congratulations Alpha Rho!

So whenever they can, they get out to eat
Open bottles of wine and forget their sore
feet
There’s laughing and crying and letting down
guards
And when the bill comes, there’s ten credit
cards
So here’s to the waiters who keep orders
straight
And to the places that let lunches run three
hours late
And here’s to the girlfriends, those near and
those far
Here's to the girlfriends, you know who you
are!!!
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Aging Girlfriends
A group of 40 year old girlfriends discussed
where they should meet for dinner. Finally it
was agreed that they should meet at the
Ocean View Restaurant because the waiters
there had tight pants and nice bums.
10 years later, at 50 years of age, the group
once again discussed where they should meet
for dinner. Finally it was agreed that they
should meet at the Ocean View Restaurant
because the food was very good and the wine
selection was good also.
10 years later, at 60 years of age, the group
once again discussed where they should meet
for dinner. Finally it was agreed that they
should meet at Ocean View Restaurant
because they could eat there in peace and
quiet and the restaurant had a beautiful view
of the ocean.
10 years later, at 70 years of age, the group
once again discussed where they should meet
for dinner. Finally it was agreed that they
should meet at the Ocean View Restaurant
because the restaurant was wheel chair
accessible and they even had an elevator.

Life Mantra
Compliment people wherever you
go.
Praise every single thing you see.
Be a ray of sunshine to everyone
you meet,
and make their day better for
having seen you.
Say “Thank you” at every turn.
Walk, talk, think, and breathe
appreciation and gratitude.
When you do this, your outer life
will change
to reflect your inner state of being."
—Rhonda Byrne

10 years later, at 80 years of age, the group
once again discussed where they should meet
for dinner. Finally it was agreed that they
should meet at Ocean View Restaurant
because they had never been there before.
GHOST STORY – so
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The Cancer Council Queensland
ESA International Scholarship

Income and Expenditure Statement
From 1 April 2018 to 30 September 2018

Funds provided by ESA International
Brought forward as at 31 March 2018

164,491.00

Additional funds provided
Daffodil Day
Lodge - Gluyas Rotary
Interest

271.00
200.00
411.23
882.23

Expenses
Wig and Turban
Total Expenses to date

5,000.00
5,000.00

Surplus/Deficit for the period
Funds provided by ESA International carried forward as at 30
September 2018

Queensland

-4,117.77

160,373.23

Ongoing provider of funding for the Wig & Turban Service
Cancer Council Liaison Officer - Frances McKenzie (Beta Omicron)

“It was a lifesaver for me – what a truly wonderful service to have available and the support of the team
at such a vulnerable time of your life.” ESA Wig and Turban recipient.
Dealing with hair loss is a very individual experience; some people like to wear a wig while others find hats,
scarves and turbans to be more comfortable and attractive. Deciding what is right for you is the most important
thing.
Cancer Council Queensland ESA Wig and Turban Service aims to assist individuals with the side-effects of
hair loss as a result of their cancer treatment, through the provision of wig loans and turbans, at no cost.
Wig and turban loan libraries are located in all Cancer Council Queensland offices and accommodation
lodges across Queensland. Each library has a range of wigs including long and short styles, in a variety of
colours. We also stock a variety of turbans which are kindly sewn by our volunteers. The libraries are staffed by
fully trained volunteers with days and hours of operation specific to each location.
All bookings are by appointment only. Phone 13 11 20 or email 131120@cancerqld.org.au
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