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ESA Australia
Chaplain/Jonquil
Olive Thompson
CHAPLAIN/JONQUIL
Hello Everyone,
How are you? I hope you are all OK,
as I’ve heard from no one this time so
I hope that’s a good omen!
I am now in Mackay so I am doing
this tonight to send it off before I
leave for Rocky tomorrow morning.
I had a wonderful trip to Sydney to
see the Royal Edinburgh Tattoo. I will
never forget it. We went with ‘Fun
Over Fifty’. Just got back two weeks
ago.
“The nicest place to be is in someone’s
thoughts, the safest place to be is in
someone’s prayers and the best place
to be is in the hands of God.”

Next Deadline
for articles & photos
is

December 7

BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER
Robin Creighton 3rd
Alpha Epsilon
Judy Johnson
4th
Alpha Rho
th
Beryl Anderson 4
Alpha Epsilon
th
Carol Atfield
6
Alpha Epsilon
Vicki Shield
9th
Beta Epsilon
th
Sandy Duffy
9
Alpha Epsilon
th
Jenny Hendriks 16
Alpha Pi
Lyn Buckley
20th
Alpha Pi
Sharon Finlay
27th
Beta Epsilon
We wish you a Wonderful Birthday
with Family and Friends.
To all ESA Members wherever you are,
‘May the sun shine upon you
and give you Peace.’
Love in ESA.

Olive

(olivetthompson@bigpond.com)

State President
Jenny
Hendriks
What a great time it was last weekend at our Half
Yearly meeting in Rockhampton!
Great workshops were held – one with Tips for
Treasurers run by Colleen and another on the
ESA Website led by Cherryl where groups
brainstormed and shared their thoughts on the
content and layout of our website. Cherryl will
get these ideas to Central Queensland University
in Bundaberg who are going to work on
improving our website which we will then
hopefully be able to maintain and update.
We also had a great guest speaker on both days.
Sue Neaton, is a very community minded person,
who volunteers for the RACQ Capricorn
Helicopter Rescue Service and for the Cancer
Council Qld.
On Saturday, Sue spoke about the Helicopter
Rescue Service which was very interesting and
informative. This service costs over $8 million a
year to run, only half of which is funded by the
Government.
On Sunday, Sue spoke from the heart about her
family’s ongoing cancer related health issues
which are now in the third generation. She
stressed the importance of health checks,
healthy life style and the value of second medical
opinions.
During the weekend, we discussed our DIANA
award and decided to change the name to the
ESA Distinguished Achievement Award, in line
with the American award, and include men in the
eligibility criteria.
Saturday night saw us get ‘frocked up’ in our best
Melbourne Cup attire for a fun night of ‘horsey’
trivia and our own Melbourne Cup race, which
saw some fillies stalled at the start and some
mares almost disqualified for interference in the
home stretch. A couple of bookies from Gin Gin,
a shady looking pair in their bright pink Hawaiian
shirts, went home empty handed but were very
vocal in their support of certain local horses.
Thanks to Alpha Rho for once again organising
Half-Yearly, and providing the delicious morning

and afternoon tea treats which we’ve come to
look forward to and enjoy immensely.
I would encourage more people to consider
coming to Half-Yearly next year, if you are able,
as it’s always a valuable, enjoyable and
interesting weekend.
On a personal note, Matt was moved to the
Princess Alexandra Spinal Injuries Unit two
weeks ago for rehab, where he will be for 6-12
months. During this time, he will have daily
physio and occupational therapy as well as
teaching Matt and me skills to enable him to
eventually move back home.
All the best to all branches as we wind down for
the year with less than seven weeks to
Christmas.
‘til next month.
Love to you all,

Jenny
IC President
Terri
Olsen

Hello dear friends!
I had great adventures attending the Midwest
Area Regional Council Conference (MARC) in
Cincinnati, Ohio and the South Eastern Regional
Council Conference (SERC) in Raleigh, North
Carolina. I didn’t take any fabulous photos to
share but if you’re friends with folks on Facebook
you’ve seen all of the crazy pictures of me having
a grand time with friends across the United
States.
And speaking of Facebook, if you’re not friends
with Amanda (Mandy) Rowland, Lauren Ryan,
Patricia (Trish) Villanes, or Brittney Hillard, you
might just want to request a friendship with one
or all of them. They are members of my Cheer
Team and are ready and willing to help with ideas
for raising membership. They’ve posted several
great ideas on Facebook with multiple ways of
getting the word out about ESA. And I’m hoping
that folks will give some of these ideas a try

because you’ll never know what might intrigue
someone to join ESA unless you give it a try! Did
you know that if each chapter in ESA gained one
new member, the organization would have net
growth for the year? Wow! That would be
wonderful!
As you are preparing to enjoy your wonderful
summer weather we’re getting ready for the
blasts of cold weather as winter approaches. In
northern Minnesota we often receive a minimum
of four feet of snow every year, but usually way
more than that. Temperatures are always cold,
anywhere from 32F to -32F. Now that’s cold! As
a child though, you just go outside all bundled up
and do things to enjoy the weather. For me, it
was walking down to my local outdoor skating
rink with a great warming house where I could
warm up as I pretended I was soon to be trying
out for the Olympics. Ha! Ha! I’d typically wait
until the last few minutes before my curfew and
then I’d ice skate home on the roads to make
sure I got home quickly and avoided any risk of
punishment for being tardy.
This June I sold my home on the lake in northern
Minnesota and donated most of my belongings
to charities in town. I moved with a bedroom full
of belongings to Fort Worth Texas and am now
living with my daughter and family. The weather
in Texas is much warmer than Minnesota in the
summertime, but I’m slowly adjusting to this hot
and humid weather. It’s also really nice to be
living with my 18-year-old and 15-year-old
granddaughters. Unfortunately, between my
trips for ESA and visits back to Minnesota to visit
my two sons and their families (another four
grandchildren), I’ve not been in Texas yet as
much as I’d like. It will happen soon enough.
If you have any questions for me or ideas you’d
like to share, I welcome hearing from you. You
can reach me at terri.mnesa@gmail.com.
Until next month,
Cheers,

Terri!!!

Western States President
Jerie
Longacre
Fires and winds are plaguing our friends in
California. We need to remember them and send
kind thoughts and positive energy their way.
ESA has been celebrating 90 years of age. Those
who were lucky enough to attend International
Convention this year in Memphis are pictured on
the front page of the JOURNEY MAGAZINE, a
whole lot of happy members.
Have you read the WESTERN WAYS newsletter
published by Carol Caldwell of Arizona? It is
huge and sooooo newsy. I appreciate all the
hard work by her and everyone from our western
states, including Australia, who get articles and
pictures to her. And I appreciate Carmel who is
so good about getting us all to put in our notes
in The Q.
Did you also see in the JOURNEY that Janet
McMaster and Mildred Hanson from Alpha
Gamma in Santa Monica, CA, have 70 YEARS in
ESA? Think of all the good works those two have
done. This encourages me to look for that next
new member who will continue on for her next
70 years. Terri Olson reminds us that, “All we
need to do is try!”
I attended another fundraiser for St. Jude
Children’s Hospital the other day.
A local
chapter, Omicron, in Washington State donates
food, including all types of soups and chili at a
cycle cross run. This is a race by bicyclers with
a variety of short turns and obstacles. I’ve seen
them race in sunshine and cold, rainy, muddy
weather. This day happened to be beautifully
sunny. Bicyclers are grateful for the food and
donate to St. Jude. I haven’t heard the final
figure, but it was about $1000. How clever of
Omicron.
Just learned: In 1963 the Alpha Chapter in
Childers, Queensland, became the first ESA
Australia chapter. And how visionary and clever
of them!
See you next month.

Jerie (WSRC)

ESA Foundation Overseas

Director’s Report

Marianne
Steentsma
Hello All Sisters & Brothers,

For Convention next year, I am starting to work
on the raffle now so that I get the tickets out
early in February.
Once again, thanks heaps for your support.
Best wishes,
Daphne

Branch Education Reports
Reports
Margaret Kortbaek
State Education
Officer

NEW: My Career, My Next Step Grant.
The ESA Foundation is excited to announce a
new grant aimed at opening up career paths in
specialised fields that require trade credentials,
certificates and licenses.
The My Career, My Next Step Grant, initiated by
Su McDonell, ESA Oregon, and her family
provides the funds to help individuals get the
credentials vital to establish their careers and
retain skilled workers within business.
The ESA Foundation is passionate about helping
talented individuals reach their career goals,
through traditional higher education, TAFE or
special certification.
Please do not forget to advertise our own “Emily
Thomas” scholarship. It would be sad if again
no applications were lodged. Even our own ESA
Members and their families can apply.
Till next month stay healthy and enjoy the
warmer weather.
Love in ESAF

Marianne

ESA Disaster Fund

Director’s Report

Daphne
Neilsen
I would like to thank all Branches for their
support with the Disaster Fund Raffle. We
raised $279.00 which I thought was great.
The lucky winners who each won a $30 Gift
Card were Debbie Taylor (Gin Gin), Lara Moore
(Alpha Rho) and Kahli Moore (Alpha Rho), our
two new DESAS. They were so excited when I
went to give them their prizes.

BRANCH: Alpha Epsilon
EDUCATION OFFICER: Sandy Duffy
TOPIC: Rock painting
Visual aids used: flat smooth river rocks, paint,
brushes, toothpicks, sticks, cotton buds.
Rock Art is an ancient
tradition. Recently people
have been leaving painted
rocks in public places for
others to find. The
person who finds the rock
can paint their own, and
leave it somewhere else
for others to find.
Websites/Facebook
pages etc are on
the back of the rock
where people can
look at the website
and read
information about
who left the rock and where they come from.
They make excellent friendship gifts and are
great projects for people of all ages.
No, Alpha Epsilon didn’t spend the afternoon
with the local kindy kids painting. We spent the
afternoon doing Rock Art for our education
meeting. I have to say it brought out the
Picasso in all of us. HAHAHAHA!! We definitely
won’t be making big bucks from our rocks, but
we had a fantastic afternoon.

Sandy

BRANCH: Alpha Pi
EDUCATION OFFICER: Ros Brennan
TOPIC: Brisbane Open House

samples of the gardens around the house on our
way out. Maybe we will get a chance to visit the
gardens another time.

Six members and one guest toured Government
House during the Brisbane Open House
weekend.

We ended our day with a very enjoyable lunch at
Broncos Leagues Club.

We elected to go on a guided tour rather than
the self-guided tour, as you do
learn more about the history of
the building and the odd little
snippet about the day to day
lives of the Governors of
Queensland.
‘Fernberg’,
the
present
Government House, was built in
1865 by German-born merchant, Johann
Heussler, as a private residence, and was first
leased by the Queensland Government as a
temporary Government House while a new
Government House was built in March 1910.
However, by 1911 it was decided to purchase the
property as the permanent Government House,
although the foundations had been laid for a new
Government House in Victoria Park.
‘Fernberg’ is a beautiful building, having been
built in 1865, with
extensions
in
1880s again in the
1930s.

Ros
BRANCH: Beta Omicron
EDUCATION OFFICER: Alba Mason
THEME: Let Gratitude for the Past inspire us
with Trust for the Future
TOPIC: The Lord Mayor's Seniors Cabaret Gala

VENUE: Brisbane City Hall
Brisbane's talented seniors entertained the huge
crowd of Queensland Seniors at the concert.
They danced, sang, joked, and played a
harmonica with a beautiful rendition of 'Moon
River".
The stage was decorated around the theme
'Love'. Fifteen acts entertained, ranging from
Abba, Dancing Queen, Rock 'n Roll, Opera, Blues,
Latin dancing, and Chinese Fan dancing.
A very fit 93 year old, Herb Sharpcott and partner
Sonia gave a demonstration of Jive and Rock 'n
Roll. Renditions of Maggie May, Yesterday, You'll
Never Walk Alone, Stupid Cupid, Perhaps and
It's Not Easy were sung by the many vocalists.
The last act was by Normie Rowe whom we all
remember from the 60's. He is still going strong.
This gala is in its 15th year. The artists are
selected from many nominees and are
encouraged and supported by Normie Rowe,
Jackie Love and several others. It was a fantastic
afternoon. Seven members attended and the
concert was enjoyed by all in the City Hall.

Then in 2015 two allaccess lifts and a new
covered walkway and
porte-cochere
were
installed.
We visited rooms from each of the three
renovation eras and because of the attention to
detail in each of these extensions, unless told, it
would not be easy to tell which room belonged
to each period. It was hard to say which room
was the best as they are all very impressive.
It was somewhat
unfortunate that
we did not tour
the
gardens,
owing to the wet
weather, however
we were lucky
enough to see

Alba
Branch Reports

Pat Burns
Today as I type this, some of you, our wonderful
members, will be enjoying yourselves at the HalfYearly Meeting. I hope it is a fabulous gettogether where old and new friendships blossom
with the common love of ESA.

Our regular branch meeting was held on the 9th
of October and our social was on the 23rd of
October. At this social / educational meeting, our
branch president, Sandy, took us through a
workshop on rock painting. Well, we had such
fun, creating very individual pieces of “artwork”.

At our November meeting
Jenny
Ellard
was
acknowledged for 10 years
of service to ESA with her 10
Yr Pin. Congratulations
Jenny.

The Whitsunday District Council of ESA (WDC)
held their meeting in Mackay on the 19th October.
As workshop chairman, I prepared a history of
my Mum, and ESA Australian Founder, Dorothy
Maslen Banks. Members of both Alpha Rho and
Alpha Epsilon always enjoy being together for
these meetings. (See WDC Report)

Our Bunnings BBQs in October were great
especially the one on a Saturday. That is a
bonus. We have two more scheduled for
November then some early in 2020.

Our Associate member in Toowoomba, Sonia,
has sent us a beautiful hand-crocheted rug for
one of our raffles. Sonia’s rugs are always very
popular. We send our sincere thanks to Sonia.
Well, a very brief report this time.
That is all for now.
Cheers,

Pat
(Publicity officer)

Alpha Pi –
Carmel Mulcahy
Greetings everyone,
As I write this newsletter, we are covered with
a dense haze of smoke from fires in the south
east of the State. I guess those further north
are also feeling the effects of the fires in Central
Queensland which have devastated homes and
farm sheds west of Yeppoon. Today’s Courier
Mail cartoon says it all. It features an image of
‘drought’ as a giant, with another giant which is
‘fire’ approaching. A very difficult time for so
many. Having grown up on the land and
experienced many years of fires, my
sympathies are with all concerned.
Thankfully there is still great news regarding
Matt’s recovery. It will be slow, but it is
positive. What strength and courage that man
has! Those of you on Facebook may have seen
Louise’s post in recent days with a link in which
she is asking everyone to use to sign a petition
requesting the Government to rethink its
classification of funding for folk such as Matt.

Elizabeth has been off touring again, this time
in Nepal and beyond. She was able to spend a
day visiting Betty (2014 DIANA) and Maurice,
and has written a report with photos which is
included later in the magazine.
Pat, Janice, Frances and I joined Kathy for the
NCWQ morning tea at
Tattersalls Club at the
beginning to the month.
It
was
most
inspirational to hear of
the work of many
medical
women
throughout Queensland
from Dr Lillian Cooper,
our first female doctor,
up to present day practitioners. Two recent
Bursary winners also impressed with singing
and speaking.
Great to hear that some of our drought stricken
areas have been blessed with rain. Long may
it continue!
Cheers,

Carmel
(Publicity Officer)

Alpha Rho –
Annette
Wisnewski
Hi Everyone,
I hope everyone is getting ready for Half-Yearly
Convention and Christmas. We have been having
another busy month with dinners, anniversaries,
meat raffles, Care Kitchen, Global Grooves and
Inductions.

Yes, we have received two new members, young
and eager to help out. They also did the Mackay
Eisteddfod and we had our banner there. See
the photos of our new members below.
Lara and Kahli Moore

Kahli Moore at Eisteddfod

We hope everyone has a bit of fun at the
Convention along with some work.
That’s about it for now.
Signing off from Mackay.

Annette

Beta Epsilon
Helen Jensen
Hello Everyone,

Induction by Daphne

(L)

Beta Epsilon would like to sincerely thank the
Alpha Rho girls for hosting a very enjoyable and
informative
Morning tea in the park at Mt Larcom on
Half-Yearly
at
the way
Centre Point
Motor
Inn
Rockhampton.
All the Beta
Epsilon
members
attending the
meeting had
a great time
and
are
looking
forward
to
Convention in
Redcliffe.

The girls
even
helped
bake the
cake for
this
month’s
birthday.

Now we have some talent to
rely upon if our meetings get a bit boring.
Well things aren’t slowing down any time soon as
we also have The Special Children’s Christmas
Party where we are again in charge of the drinks,
and then we start
our
Christmas
Wrapping in midNovember.
Global Grooves Lucky
Numbers (girls have
already
started
fundraising)

Jane and Sharyn are
away at Melbourne Cup.
Looks like they are
having a super time
with champagne glasses
in hand!
Girls’ Night In, hosted
by Beta Epsilon in Gin
Gin, was very successful
in fund raising and in
everyone
attending
having a wonderful time.
See how engrossed they all are watching this
movie!!

Beta Omicron –
Val Files
Hello Everyone,

Drawing raffles. (L)
Lucky winners.

Just recently Frances has had an honour
bestowed upon her for her hard work with the
Cancer Council. She was presented with a
Certificate for her 25 years of volunteering for the
Cancer Council Qld. Quite an achievement and
something that ESA should be proud of as well.
Our Congratulations to Frances!
Two of our members were on trips this last
month. Frances and Bob enjoyed their holiday in
Townsville, the Atherton Tablelands and
Gordonvale, catching up with family. Townsville
was very hot so it was a relief to feel the cooler
weather when they arrived back in Brisbane.
While they were in Townsville they were able to
attend their grand-daughter Alana’s sports award
night. Alana received 2 awards for her
netball. She also received her Sports Captain’s
badge. Frances and Bob miss not living near
them when they achieve such awards.

Marg Flanders has welcomed her 4th Grandchild,
a healthy baby boy, Nate Bradley. Both mum
and baby are healthy.
Rae and her husband are off overseas to Egypt,
Jordan and Israel on Friday. We hope to see
them again, although Rae’s husband is starting
to have his doubts.
Finally,
Beta
Epsilon
welcomes a new member
to ESA, Robyn Hunter, a
local lady who will be a
wonderful addition to our
organization. We hope
Robyn has many fulfilling
and
enjoyable
years
ahead with Beta Epsilon.
Kindest regards

Helen (on behalf of Jane)

John and Margaret went with 17 Macgregor
Probus Club members to Kingaroy for four days.
They took the bus with Granite Highlands Tours
from Stanthorpe. Delicious scones with jam and
cream at Nash Gallery in Esk started the
expedition, then a visit to the museum in
Nanango and lunch in Ringsfield House. Robin
Dodds was the architect so an interesting 1900's
home to explore. A great start to the trip.
They visited Mal the Peanut man who told them
the peanuts sold in 'The Peanut Van' are
imported and not Kingaroy peanuts.
They
tasted the freshest peanuts with about 10
different flavours - 'all his secret recipes,
produced down south' - then on to Malana
Gardens for scones/morning tea. Malana means
welcome in Papuan language. Rhonda told of
their achievements in going from broke to
running a 'home stay' business, with many years
of hard work spent in building up the
accommodation and garden and now having a
successful business in a beautiful setting.
On to Debbie, the Christmas Tree Farm lady very enthusiastic about their change of direction
to keep them on the farm. Christmas trees are
ready for this year and they have just planted the

crop for Christmas 2022. These trees are in an
almost parklike setting.
They visited two boutique wineries, both with
excellent food and tastings, sampled pumpkin
scones with John Bjelke-Petersen on his farm,
where he told about the early days of his father’s
working life on the land, how he diversified to be
able to keep his land during many difficult years,
all before he become the politician we knew. Joh
and Lady Flo are buried in a quiet corner of their
garden.
Shopping and spending money in the local
community was on their minds when the group
packed nine pairs of shoes (lovely lady in the
Shoe Shop!) into the bus, bottles of wine, biscuits
from Kingaroy Kitchen where the Endeavour
Foundation helps young disabled people to
work, polished wood items from Wondai Timber
Museum, with a new blouse or two coming on
board
also.
Happy Hour each evening was enjoyed as they
discussed the day’s outings, marvelling at the
friendliness
of the
local
people, the
determination of the locals to keep their land and
how they are diversifying to keep their homes
safe.
Having visited Kingaroy many times, it was great
that the trip took the group to the heart and soul
of the locals. These trips are the life blood of
people in these drought-stricken areas and are
so necessary to keep the economy flowing.
Our Friday meeting of Beta Omicron on
November 1st was attended by six members. On
a sad note, Frances recently lost a sister so she
was spending the day with family to come to
terms with the loss. We are sorry to hear of her
loss. There are now two sisters remaining in the
family.
As
our
Branch
had
postponed our Sydney Slap
Stick raffle until the
November meeting, Bill
officiated with the drawing
and the winner was Vikki
Armitage of Calamvale. A
photo is enclosed of Vikki’s
daughter picking up the
prize.
Thank you for all
who bought tickets. (See more in later pages)

Beta Omicron was also pleased to finally be able
to say we sold all our State Art Union tickets so
it was with relief that the money was sent to
Grace, our Treasurer.
Margaret has had a birthday this month, as had
Jack. It was great to celebrate the birthdays.
We miss Marie and hope we can catch up soon.
Our love and best wishes to Marie.
Until next time,

Val
National Council of
Women of
Queensland

Kathy
Cavanagh
NCWQ News
Held on Thursday 10 October, the bursary fundraising function was again a great success. With
the elegant background of Tattersalls Club,
almost 200 women (and a couple of brave
gentlemen), enjoyed the proceedings. Several
Alpha Pi girls represented ESA.
Leah Lever, a 2018 bursary
recipient, entertained us
throughout the morning
with her beautiful, pure
singing voice. At just 17, we
wish her success in her
career ambitions.

Ella Madigan, another 2018
bursary recipient, spoke of
how the bursary was
assisting her to transition
from being a Yr 12 student
to commencing a nursing
degree as she progresses to
medicine, and then to
become a surgeon.

With the theme of “Acknowledging Women in
Medicine”, affiliated organisation Queensland
Medical Women’s Society introduced the profiles
of women in medicine, past, present and future.
Each of these profiles resulted in a reward as a
lucky door prize.

CCQ ESA Wig and
Turban Service Report

Fashions were again provided by Soubrét Pink,
modelling a variety of clothes for different
functions, but always attuned to the Queensland
climate and the needs of ‘real’ women.

Complementing the morning was the delightful
high tea served by the ever-obliging Tatts staff.
A very successful and enjoyable morning,
achieving the funds required for the bursaries to
be presented in 2020 sponsored by NCWQ.
Bursary Program 2020
With initial planning underway,
the timeline for the 2020 bursary
program has been set:
Applications open: Monday 27 April
Applications close: Monday 1 June
• Selection Panel Meeting: Sat 4 July
• Presentation: Tuesday 4 August
•
•

Christmas Luncheon
To be held at Women’s College, University of
Queensland, the NCWQ Christmas Luncheon is
set for Thursday 5 December, at noon. Cost is
$45 for buffet Christmas lunch and dessert. This
year, NCWQ is supporting Mercy Community
Romero Centre. We will hear about their work,
and are asked to bring basic pantry necessities
for their clients. Full details are available at
www.ncwq.org.au
Thank you.

Kathy (cavsav@bigpond.com)

Sydney Slap Stick

Beta Omicron is very fortunate that Alba, our
member, donated her knitted “Sydney Slap Stick”
piece for our raffle. This was in aid of the
Dorothy Banks Scholarship. Times are a little
hard with selling of raffle tickets but we managed
to take “Sydney” to two different Bunnings while
selling Art Union tickets, and our SEQDC meeting
held at ESA
Village
at
Dutton
Park.
He
even spent
time at the
Clem Jones
Centre.
Many
people
marvelled at
the design
and
intricate
knitting as
we sold our
tickets. This is certainly Alba’s niche. She is a
great craftsperson. The photo is of Sydney being
handed over to the winner’s daughter.

A day with our DIANA

Yesterday I spent the day with Betty (2014
DIANA) and Maurice in Pokhara.

Whitsunday District
Council Report
Education Session presented by Pat Burns
OAM
Dorothy Maslen Banks was born in Maryvale
Queensland, the only daughter in a family of five
children.

They came to my
hotel and we caught a taxi back to their place as
I had done shopping for them - my luggage is
now much lighter.
Had a tour of their home, guitar shop and their
work-shops.

Dorothy was born with a hearing defect which
went undetected throughout most of her
schooling, and caused her to be labelled
inattentive or stupid when she could not correctly
respond when questioned or spoken to.
Despite this handicap, Dorothy proved to be a
high achiever, gaining recognition in English, Art
and swimming in particular.
She won a
scholarship to St Catherine’s Anglican School in
Warwick where she thrived as a student.
On leaving school, Dorothy worked at Tuffnell
Home in Brisbane. In later years she became a
cane tester and worked for many years in sugar
towns throughout Queensland. She also worked
for the CSR Laboratory in Sydney.

I met the boys’ puppy but
I have forgotten his name.
He is a four month old
Tibetan Mastiff.

Then Betty
and I caught
the local bus
into the main
part of the
town and she took me to interesting shops and
had lunch at a beautiful garden restaurant on the
lake. It has been an amazing experience.
I am now down in Chitwan National Park and
hopefully going to see rhino, tiger, and leopard have already seen elephants.
Cheers for now, love

Elizabeth.

(Elizabeth Von Dohren, Alpha Pi)

From an early age, Dorothy loved drawing and
painting, and showed great artistic talent. In her
young days this was regarded as frivolous, and it
was actively discouraged.
As an adult, Dorothy won many prizes, and as a
recognised artist in Far North Queensland, was
instrumental in forming an art group and taught
classes and opened the Jacaranda Art Gallery in
Herberton. She was asked on numerous
occasions to judge the art at local shows. She
did a Creative Arts Course at Kedron Park TAFE
as a mature-age student.
In the Cairns Annual Art Exhibition, Dorothy won
first prize for a beautiful collage which she
entered, depicting the Great Barrier Reef. This
work is now in Canberra. She also entered a
religious painting of The Last Supper in The Blake
Competition and this was selected from hundreds
of entries for display in the Sydney Art Gallery.
Her paintings have found homes in America,
England, Spain, Brisbane and Far North
Queensland.
She painted murals in places of entertainment
and was commissioned to produce a series of
paintings depicting the poems of Omar Khayyam

for a Persian restaurant. One of her murals was
in Childers in the hotel which was burned down
– known as the Backpackers’ Hostel.
In Proserpine, she donated 22 paintings to the
new hospital, following an exhibition at Sarah’s
Country Crafts. These were framed with the help
of Alpha Epsilon Branch of ESA, Proserpine, and
were well received and much admired. After
framing, they were valued at $20,000.
Although her achievements are many and varied,
Dorothy saw one of her greatest as being able to
function successfully in a hearing society. She
overcame ignorance, intolerance and impatience
in the way some people treated her to become a
successful, determined and well-educated
member of society.

State, District and Branch levels. She was an
International Honorary Member and Life
Member.

Pat with Val
McInerney at
one of the
first
Conventions
in the sixties.

Pat at a Jewel Pin ceremony in 1965

Dorothy battled breast cancer twice in her
lifetime, but never succumbed to self-pity and it
was at those times that her self-determination
and positive attitude to life have been only too
evident.
Dorothy

introduced

Dorothy passed
away
on
February
7th,
2003, having left
the
wonderful
legacy of ESA
International, in
Australia.

ESA

International to
Australia on 10th
December, 1963.
The
inaugural
meeting was held
in
Childers,
Queensland, and
was
chartered
with 18 members.
By
1977,
39
Branches
had
been established with a membership of over 600.

I am proud and honoured to be the daughter of
this very worthy Australian, Dorothy Maslen
Banks.

Pat Burns OAM

Pat Burns OAM (R) with Mary and Col Maslen

ESA was an organisation about which Dorothy
was passionate. She was always so proud to be
the Australian Founder of this wonderful
organisation. As well as being the Founder, she
held many offices over the years at International,

Half-Yearly Convention
Rockhampton

Jenny, Ros and Colleen represented Alpha Pi
along with 16 other
members at the
recent
Half-Yearly
meeting
at
the
Centre Point Motel
Rockhampton. This
was a busy meeting
with time running
out
before
all
workshops were completed.

not able to have the presentation prepared by
our NCWQ Bursary winner who is based in Cairns
as we just ran out of time.
One the social side, Saturday night saw us off to
the Melbourne Cup, which proved very
entertaining.
Owners of real horse Cool
Chap, Pat and Col, led the
charge with Grace looking
elegant.

The Alpha
Rho ladies
went all out
for fashion.

Beta Espilon

Beta Epsilon had a
couple
of
very
colourful bookies in
tow.
State President Jenny with
Chaplain Olive at the Interfaith
Service

Jenny and Faye looked the
part.

We had a wonderful guest speaker, Sue Neaton,
who spoke to us twice - on Saturday she spoke
about the work done by the RACQ Capricorn
Helicopter Rescue Service.
Jenny presents a
cheque to Sue to
assist in the rescue
work

On Sunday, Sue
was representing
the Cancer Council.
Both presentations
were very, very
interesting.
Workshops were also conducted on preparation
of our financial records and what we wished to
see on our web page. Unfortunately, we were

Ros and Cherryl at the
starting line - tense, ready!

Winners are
grinners!!!

We really missed our Beta Omicron’s members,
none of whom was able to be present.
Jenny and her Executive must be congratulated
on this well-run meeting.

