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Some people live their whole lives
dreaming of making things better for
others. One such couple came from
humble beginnings to become widely
acclaimed in our world for their efforts
for peace and kindness. Her father owned an auto repair shop and her
mother worked for the post office. His family were simple farmers and he
was taught to work hard. They met and married and had four children.
After military service, he returned home to take care of the family farm.
They had simple beliefs and big dreams that people should live together in
equality and peace.
He became involved in the local political scene and became the Governor of
Georgia and eventually, he became the President of the United States. It
was after all of this that Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter really began to dream
big. They founded the Carter Center as a center for peace in this world.
Some of their biggest accomplishments were because they made that dream
come true. In his efforts for peace and reconciliation, Jimmy Carter earned
respect across borders and cultures. In 2002, Jimmy Carter won the Nobel
Peace Prize.
At home, they are probably the most notable volunteers of Habitat for
Humanity, as they devote a week each year to building homes for others.
Jimmy Carter once said, “For most of us, learning about those who are in
need, people who are often our immediate neighbors, can add a profound
new dimension to our own lives.” His wife Rosalynn continued by saying:
“Each of us has what it takes to succeed and make a positive difference in
our own unique way.” She also adds words that ring so true for each one of
us when she said, “Set your goals high and work to achieve them. Never be
afraid of failure. The tragedy comes not in failing, but in never having tried
to succeed.”
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We have a wonderful new year and a new opportunity to try something new. A new time to step
forward with a new idea or program – a new time to ask someone to join us – to bring someone
into the fellowship that we share. This is a new time for new dreams – new action in ESA!
And with this new year, we begin to look to the future. We will have Leadership in the month of
February. All the incoming state presidents will be there to begin to prepare for their year of
service and it will be an exciting time. If you have not been to Leadership in a few years, you
should put it down on the calendar as something to do again or maybe for the first time. It is a
wonderful weekend of sharing and ideas to help us grow ESA.
It is also time to think about attending our IC Convention in St. Louis. The MARC states are
working hard to prepare everything for us and you won’t want to miss this great week. The
information is on the website. Plan now to attend.
Finally, take a minute or two and review those big dreams that we made last year. Have we
taken action? Have we put aside some time each day to make those dreams come true? Well
there is still time and I know we are going to have great things to report when we meet in July.
February is also the month of love and sweethearts and one of the best parts of our organization
is the wonderful friendships we have. So, I share with you the words of Thomas Aquinas:
“There is nothing on this earth more to be prized than true friendship.” Please know, I treasure
all the friendships I have in ESA.
Dream Big!

Always,

Sherry Day

2016-2017 IC President

Second Vice President - Kim Kummer
“Looking Back…Moving Forward”
The 2017 ESA IC Convention will be
held the week of July 16-23, 2017 in St.
Louis, Missouri. Have you asked for
vacation time yet? If Santa didn’t bring
you the funds for your registration, there
is still time to save money each week to
cash flow your trip or plan a chapter
fundraiser with IC Convention as the destination. The hotel link for
reservations is available on the ESA website (epsilonsigmaalpha.org), along with the convention
and tour registration forms, which can both be found as separate attachments with this
newsletter. President Sherry Day and the Midwest Area Regional Council are planning a
fabulous week. SO, Dream Big! Invite someone new to attend and make plans now for the ESA
International Council Convention July 16 – 23, 2017. The experience will be priceless!
See you in St. Louis,
Kim
620-617-7208
ESA IC NEWSLETTER
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Workshop Coordinator
LeAnn Wray
“Dream Weaver”
Happy New Year! I hope
each of had a wonderful
Christmas and have begun
the second half of our ESA year with great
enthusiasm! I am so excited to present to you
(again) the following workshops for our 2017
IC Convention in St. Louis, Missouri.
EXPLORE UNION STATION – put on your
walking shoes for a tour of union station, the
grandest station in the nation! Learn the
history, architecture, and of course, try out the
famous whispering arch to see if it really
works!
LOVE TO WATCH CSI? NCIS? All those
shows on TV that solve the crime in an hour?
You won’t want to miss this workshop
presented by Mary Beth Karr, Assistant
Director of the St. Louis, Missouri Police
Department. Mary Beth will be offering
insight to the inner workings of forensic
science. DNA, fingerprint examinations and
firearm (ballistic) examinations will be a few
topics covered.
BLING BLING – Join our very own ESA
sister, Kathy Riebock from Sierra Vista,

Arizona and make an exclusive bracelet
designed by her! You will have everything
you need to make this crystal and sterling
bracelet; there will be a nominal charge of $20
for materials only. YOU MUST REGISTER
BEFORE CONVENTION – PLEASE
EMAIL lwray2@comcast.net TO SIGN UP
BY JUNE 15! THE FIRST 50 PEOPLE
ARE IN! You may pay at the door.
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? – A
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP - Have you
ever wanted to learn how to research your
family tree? Do you want to learn how to
begin this task? Then, you won’t want to miss
this workshop, presented by Lois Byrd, ESA
member and Family History Researcher for
over 41 years. Materials will be provided. No
charge for this workshop, but you must register
beforehand to assure there are materials for
everyone attending!

LeAnn
810-772-9551
lwray2@comcast.net

“Happy are those who dream dreams and
are willing to pay the price to make them
come true.”
―Leon Joseph Cardinal Suenens
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TREASURER –
Terri Olson –
“All that Glitters….”
Each of the 2016-2017
State Presidents and
Treasurers, as well as the 2017-2018
incoming Presidents recently received a
statement from me. This statement provides
information relative to those states,
subordinates (districts, auxiliaries, etc.) and
chapters that I currently show have paid
and/or not paid their International dues.
Many of you let me know that you are in
contact with those who haven’t paid their
dues yet. I really appreciate your efforts in
helping me to reach my goals and getting
your state to receive the appropriate number
of votes at International Convention!
During the past few months, I have heard
from some chapters regarding confusion
with respect to their International dues, so
I’m hoping you can assist me at your state
meetings in answering some questions:
1. The ESA International fiscal year is
from August 1 through July 31 (not
January through December).
Therefore, dues were due August 1
and any dues received after April 30

must be applied to the next fiscal
year.
2. International dues are $40 per year
for chapters and subordinates and are
$45 per year for state and regional
councils (MARC, SERC, RMRC,
WSRC).
3. International dues are paid to the IC
Treasurer, not ESA Headquarters.
4. When checking statements for any
additions or deletions of chapters,
please know that I can only delete or
add chapters upon official
notification from ESA Headquarters.
Lastly, don’t worry about Credentials; we’ll
do great! If you have any questions, I’m
always here to help. Together, let’s have
fun and “Dream Big!”
Terri Olson
2627 Colorado Rd
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
Phone: 612-578-5003
Email: terri.mnesa@gmail.com

“The biggest
adventure you can
take is to live the
life of your
dreams.”
-Oprah Winfrey
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The
Parliamentarian’s
Corner –
Maria Bingheim
As I sit in the office listening to the rain, I
am thankful that my section of Illinois
missed most of the ice storm last week. It
has been raining here all day. Sounds more
like spring than winter.

forward to the by-law committee. Be
mindful of your state by-laws and get the
proposed changes published and out to the
chapters in accordance with those by-laws.
If you have changes, prepare for how to
present them to your membership. Work
with the executive board and the by-law
committee. Most of all—take a deep breath,
then proceed. By-law changes don’t have to
be the end of the world.

ESA Hugs
Maria Bingheim

By this time, the deadline to submit by-law
changes for many states has passed. If some
were submitted, take the time to review and

IC Parliamentarian

ESA Foundation Fund Fest Event
I cannot believe that it is 2017!
The Fund Fest volunteer sign up list is found on page six (6) of this issue.
If your state is planning to bring something for the States Live Auction, please let me know. My
email address is: esabarbara@swbell.net.
We always need individuals, chapters or states to sponsor a table for Fund Fest.
Thank you for all that you do for the ESA Foundation.
Barbara Price
2017 FFF Chairman

“Most of the time the only
difference, between a dream that
came true and one that didn’t, is a
person who wouldn’t give up and
one who did.”
- Author unknown
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ESA Foundation Fund Fest
Tuesday, July 18, 2017 – St. Louis, MO
The ESA Foundation needs your help at IC Convention with the Foundation Fund Fest &
Merchandise table. Please let me know if you would be willing to help as a dealer, set up
and clean up, donate or work at the silent auction tables.

Sponsors:

_____$100 – Game table Sponsor

FFF Patrons:

____ $200 Silver

____ $300 Gold

____ $500 Pearl

____ $1,000 Platinum

Member Number: ______________ Chapter Name/Number: ____________________
Willing to Donate:

____Silent Auction Items_______________________________
____Oral Auction Items________________________________
____State Basket –Description__________________________

(Please mark the value of all auction items to assist in bid amounts.)
ESAF Merchandise Table will be open during “Foundation Fund Fest” on Tuesday, and
during the week – specific times TBA.
______I will help sell merchandise, collect dues and donations.
Date(s)________________________Time(s)___________________
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Name__________________________Phone______________Email________________
Address_______________________City_________________State____Zip__________
Please return this form to: Barbara Price, 507 Aqua Vista Drive,
Granbury, TX 76049 or esabarbara@swbell.net
Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do for the ESA Foundation.
Barbara Price
Foundation Fund Fest Chairman
817-573-1333
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Association of the Arts Chair
Sue Williams
“The Art of Dreaming”
I know that July seems a long way off, but when it comes to art and literature,
it isn’t. Please consider entering something in the Association of the Arts competition at IC
Convention in St. Louis. You have plenty of time to start and finish a wonderful piece of art or
literature. I am sure that most of us have a talent for something! Let’s make the 2017 entries the
best that we have had in years. The entry form may be found on the ESA IC website:
epsilonsigmaalpha.org. Go to the Member Center and enter your member number and password
to login. Go to CHAPTER/COUNCIL MGT – then under FORMS click on INTERNATIONAL
COUNCIL FORMS - then click on ASSOCIATION OF THE ARTS ENTRY FORM 2016-17.
Please share this information within your states and chapters. Thank you for your help. If you
have any questions, please contact me at suemw99@yahoo.com or 502-592-4252.

ESA for St. Jude Sr. Chair
Denise Holdaway
“Dreaming of a Cure”
So, what’s been happening with St. Jude? As an international group, as of
today, we have raised $55,807.95 for the St. Jude Memphis Marathon! A
huge “WAY TO GO” goes out to Phil Carloni. To date, he has raised $7,450!!! Thanks, Phil, or
as many know him, “thanks, Charlotte’s dad.”
I hope all are working in your chapters or states to raise those dollars for the Kids! Speaking of
Kids, I had this thought for an event. I call it “Kids helping Kids”! I challenge all chapters to
come up with an event of this nature. It can be as simple as you want or as elaborate; you can go
to schools, daycares or churches.
Some thoughts or ideas to get your juices running are: math-a-thon; bike/tricycle ride; if the
school wears uniforms, ask for kids to pay to have a free day; pie in the face or dunking booth of
teachers/principals; selling items; change jars. Just something simple that is easy and doesn't
take lots of planning. Instead of presents, my grandson is asking for Itunes cards for St. Jude.
That will allow the St. Jude kids to watch movies or listen to music. This was his idea, not mine.
He is only 6! It’s just a simple way to get kids to think about giving. No idea is wrong; it’s just
a way to get kids involved. Plus, kids might bring your chapter new members!!! 
ESA Love, Denise
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ESA for St. Jude Jr. Chair
Celeste Webb
“Never Give Up on a Dream”
Greetings ESA! Isn’t this weather crazy?! We had 60 degrees here on
Saturday, January 21. Yet, I see Vickie Farris has a foot of snow in Idaho!
I am gearing up for the Leadership Conference and am looking forward to it! I’m sure I’ll meet
new friends, renew old friendships, learn new things and I’ll be “inspired” to do more in many
ways!
As the St. Jude Jr. Chair I receive copies of your booked and completed events. There are many
events that we all know about such as Dream Homes, Math-a-thons, Radiothons, walks and runs,
etc. However, there are many events that are not so well known. In December, the booked event
form said “Christmas Carousel.” I contacted Karen Doll in Raleigh and asked what this was.
Well, it’s a craft show and when shoppers enter they can purchase a shopping bag for $3.00 and
Omega Sigma gets 60% of the profit. Now, how many of us are into Christmas craft shows or
other types of flea markets? Most of us, right! How easy to contact the vendor, explain our
mission, sell bags (which everyone loves) and make 60% profit! Karen told me they have done
this fundraiser for several years. The collegiates in Edwardsville, Illinois are having a Lip Sync
Battle Against Cancer and there is a Broomstick Tourney in Longview, Washington, which I’m
dying to know what that is!? New ideas to try and share.
I also sent a note to Dorothy Morey telling her how impressed I am with the California St. Jude
efforts. Yes, they have Dream Homes, but they also do paint parties and pasta nights!
My point is we can’t all do the big fundraisers, but we can all do some kind of fundraiser.
Dream it and Do it! Every dime helps St. Jude get closer to a cure. Last Friday I watched a St.
Jude video about Coins for Carson. Carson lost her battle with cancer and her mother stated that
her family would fight until 100% of kids at St. Jude are saved, not 80%. That’s what we do!
We continue to fight so that 100% are cured.
Carpe diem,
Celeste Webb, St. Jude Jr. Chair
E-mail: Celeste.Webb@consolidated.com
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PHILANTHROPIC CHAIR
GAIL MARCHANT
“Working to Make Dreams Come True”
Hello to All! The weather is crazy right
now for the majority of us and here in
Georgia, the 70's have been the norm. We
need cold weather to kill some of the pesky
ants that seem to invade my home through
any little crevice they can find every year.
What a nuisance they are!
Before too much longer, information for
awards will be gathered and compiled for
the Awards Program. For 2016, the
standard IRS mileage rate was .54 cents per
mile, for 2017 it dropped to .53.5 cents. For
the purposes of awards, please use .54
cents when converting your mileage to a
dollar amount. This is also the rate posted
on the Philanthropic form on the ESA
website. We have driven many miles and
worked many hours while donating and/or
participating in philanthropic projects. So

let's don't forget to count
them all. Also, don't
forget to include your
donations of money and items.
Just to clarify one question, mileage may
NOT be counted to or from scheduled
chapter meetings, even though philanthropic
work is performed or donations are made at
this meeting. Please refer to "Frequently
Asked Philanthropic Questions/Answers" on
the ESA website. If you have any question
not addressed there, please contact me at
gmarchant12@gmail.com or on my cell
phone, 770-846-1187. Be safe and thank
you!
With ESA Love and Hugs,
Gail

“Hope and dreams are like
the sun and the moon.
Without hope our dreams
remain in the dark.”
---Marinela Reka
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Sponsored by ESA International Council

V
R
A
T I
I
Night

TEST YOUR

KNOWLEDGE!

Enjoy a night of trivia, laughter,
fellowship, and CASH PRIZE!
Winning Team will be awarded
$1000

THURSDAY
JULY 20, 2017
IC Convention
St. Louis Union Station Hotel
St. Louis, Missouri
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.
Questions start at 7:30 p.m. Sharp

Each table can buy:



One Star for $10 – used to
double the score earned for one
round during the night
Up to ten mulligans for $1 a
piece – one used per round to
cancel out a
wrong/doubtful/blank answer

$30 per person
(10 player maximum per team)

*Sorry – No Spectators
Form your team and reserve your table early!

Contact
Vickie Farris
1020 Bower Drive
Idaho Falls, ID 83404
208-403-4087
Vickiefarris6@gmail.com

Reserve
a Team Table Today!
ESA IC NEWSLETTER

OR
Join a table of individuals to make a team
At IC Convention
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ALASKA
THE LAST FRONTIER STATE
Shari Fuhrer, Contact Person
Greetings from the 49th State,
Winter has arrived here like days of yore –lots of snow and cold temps.
We are not complaining, as snow brings moisture and moisture means less forest fires this
coming fire season. Besides, we are a hardy bunch!
Our members were busy over the Holiday Season. The members of Alpha Theta – Juneau did
their annual “Santa Pictures” which resulted in monies for them to donate to local charities as
well as St. Jude. (see photo below)
Alpha Zeta – Anchorage volunteered at the Senior Center Holiday Dinner, as well as making
shoe box gifts (personal items) for a local shelter.
The Alpha Iota- Anchorage members also worked at the Senior Center Holiday Dinner, provided
personal items and wreaths for Fisher House on JBER (see photo), participated in a new project,
“Hugs for Firemen” - each member chose a fire station in Anchorage to deliver “treats and a
thank you,” and enjoyed a Christmas gathering with spouses (see photo). The “Hugs for
Firemen” project was started as the members felt a need to thank the firemen for being there for
us. Alpha Iota members will continue delivering “treats” throughout the year.
Your Alaska Sisters wish each and every one of you a New Year filled with love, laughter, and
service.
Agape,
Shari

Alpha Theta --Juneau

ESA IC NEWSLETTER

Wreath at
Fisher
House

Alpha Iota--Anchorage
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FLORIDA
THE SUNSHINE STATE–
Barbara Fry, President
The last five to six months have been very busy for the State of Florida.
There was a lot of planning that went into our Mid-Year meeting held on
October 8, 2016. Everyone in the State was so happy because the meeting was to be held at The
Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind in St. Augustine, Florida and it had been such a long
time since we had met on campus. You can imagine the disappointment when Hurricane
Matthew came to visit Florida and caused a lot of damage not only to the school, but to a lot of
Florida. Thankful to say they are back up and running and much of the damage is cleaned up.
The school offers so many programs for the students such as sports; “Close Up,” which informs
and inspires students to be active citizens with a “Close Up” view of government by visiting
Washington, DC. The Employability & Life Skills program, which teaches independent living
and career training and Infant/Pre-K & Outreach, which is early intervention for deaf/blind
babies. Many of our chapters sponsor a student, so they can have some special treats on
birthdays and holidays.
There were 12 of us from the state of Florida that attended SERC in Virginia. What a wonderful
time we had in the beautiful surroundings.
There was a board meeting on January 21 to plan our annual Leadership meeting to be held in
Orlando on March 4, 2017. There were many ideas discussed. I just love it when you are in a
room of ESA members and you say we “need some ideas.” Then, step aside because they are
going to start flowing!

"Believe in your
dreams. They were
given to you for a
reason."
--Katrina Mayer

ESA IC NEWSLETTER
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MICHIGAN
THE GREAT LAKES STATE–
Sara Jane Johnson, President
Being an ESA member was easy in college. I attended weekly meetings,
participated in events, and completed paperwork around my class schedule.
Each day had a rhythm and an organization to it. Being in ESA was also
easy as a newly married and employed woman. My husband was supportive of my ESA
participation. My teaching jobs roughly happened from 8 am to 3 pm each weekday. Every
ESA and job-related event neatly fit into little boxes on my Google calendar. Like college, each
day had a rhythm and an organization.
Then, I had children. My A-type personality encountered a crisis. I couldn’t get my days
organized. I tried fixed and flexible schedules, alarms on my phone, and to-do lists. At the end
of the day, I felt like I had accomplished nothing.
These problems bled into my job as Michigan State President. In between the cries for attention
and location of lost items, I could not do my ESA job. At our recent board meeting, I announced
the start of “ESA Office Hours.” Three times a week, I ground myself to my bedroom while my
almost two-year-old naps and my four-year-old son watches his TV shows. I answer emails and
calls. I furiously knock off items on my to-do list. In the first week, I feel like I have done more
ESA work than I ever have.
Carving out time to focus on anything can be challenging. I hope my idea can help someone else
dream big in ESA.
Sincerely,
Sara Jane Johnson
Epsilon Sigma Alpha Member since 2007
ESA Sigma Tau Chapter President/Treasurer/Educational Director
ESA Michigan State Council President
Teacher/Coach - VEX IQ Robotics Teams 10108A and 10108B

OKLAHOMA
THE SOONER STATE
Nancy Baucom, President
Hello from Oklahoma and a belated Happy New Year! I can hardly believe
January has come and gone. It seems like it was only yesterday that the year
ESA IC NEWSLETTER
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was just getting started. However, February is here and before we know it, spring will be right
around the corner.
On January 10, we had our groundbreaking of the St. Jude Dream Home to be given away
August 21. Otherwise, it was a slow month for ESA in Oklahoma. This month, Oklahoma will
have two representatives at the Denver Leadership – First Vice-President Peggie Sprinkle and
Second Vice-President Margaret Kramer. We will be having a St. Jude Radiothon on February 2
and another February happening will be the Oklahoma School for the Blind tour on February 18.
Oklahoma supports two state schools – Oklahoma School for the Deaf in Sulphur and the
Oklahoma School for the Blind in Muskogee.
You still have a chance to win a trip to Branson! We have raffle tickets left and we’d love to
sell out of them. For those that may not know or remember, it’s for a one (1) week stay at a
condo in Branson and a $500 gift gas/meal card. Tickets are $10.00 each and we will be drawing
the lucky winner at our 2017 State Convention in April. You do not have to be present to win!
If you’d like to purchase a ticket just send your $10 to me, Nancy Baucom, at 138 SE Surrey Ln,
Lawton, OK 73501. Thank you to all my out of state sisters that have already bought
tickets!
Hope your February finds daffodils peeking out of the ground announcing that a sweet filled
spring is on the way!

WASHINGTON
THE EVERGREEN STATECarol Wilson, President
Chapters were busy the last couple months with many holiday celebrations,
teas and other fun events. Many chapters are currently involved in a project
making poppies. This is a Hope for Heroes project and the poppies will be
given back to the American Legion to use. The money raised from these poppies will be given
to veterans.
We are also trying a new concept for our convention. In the past, the Second Vice President and
her chapter were totally responsible for putting on the convention. This year our Second Vice
has decided to spread the work and the fun to all her sisters. Each chapter will be responsible for
one aspect of the convention. Chapters will do centerpieces, hospitality room, goodie bags, and
all the other tasks. I am anxious to see how this works. In the past, it has been hard to find
someone who is willing to take on this big task. Some chapters just felt they were unable to
commit to so much. So, we are hoping this makes it easier for all.
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Some important side notes:
IF you have prayer concerns,
please send them to IC Chaplain
Rhonda Coy at
esaicchaplain@gmail.com.

ESA IC
Newsletter,
2016-2017
Editor: Maureen Wells
3009 Tumbleweed Terrace
Manhattan, KS 66502-8968
785-537-4461 (home)
maureenw53@yahoo.com
Deadline for articles is the 25th
of the month. Publication will
be the first week of the
following month.

SAVE THE DATE for IC
Convention in St. Louis,
Missouri - July 16-22, 2017. It
will be hosted by the states of
MARC (Midwest Area Regional
Council).

International Council Officers,
Committee Chairs, as well as
State and Regional Presidents
are asked to contribute articles
to be included in this newsletter
for the membership. Articles
are limited to 250 words and
may be edited for space. They
must be sent electronically to:
maureenw53@yahoo.com
Thank you!

Wishing you each a Happy
Valentine’s Day. Enjoy a
little chocolate and the
company of someone you
love!
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